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Pharmaceutical Ethics 

Principles and Significance of Professional Ethics 

What Are Professional Ethics? 

• Professional ethics are a set of moral principles, values, and standards that guide individuals in 
their professional conduct. 

• In pharmacy, these ethics ensure pharmacists act in the best interest of patients and society, 
while maintaining the integrity and dignity of the profession. 

Core Principles of Professional Ethics in Pharmacy 

1. Autonomy 

➢ Respecting the patient’s right to make informed decisions about their treatment. 

➢ Pharmacists should provide truthful information and allow free choice. 

2. Beneficence 

➢ Always act in the best interest of the patient. 

➢ Providing correct medication, preventing harm, and promoting health. 

3. Non-Maleficence 

➢ "Do no harm" – avoid causing injury or harm through negligence, omission, or wrongful 
advice. 

4. Justice 

➢ Treat all patients equally and fairly, regardless of gender, caste, economic status, or 
background. 

➢ Ensure equitable access to medicines. 

5. Confidentiality 

➢ Respect patient privacy and do not disclose information without consent unless legally 
required. 

6. Fidelity 

➢ Be loyal and faithful to the commitments made to patients, employers, and society. 

7. Veracity 

➢ Always provide accurate and truthful information. 

➢ Avoid misleading claims or false advertising. 

Significance of Professional Ethics 

Aspect Importance 



    “FirstHope Pharmacy” YouTube for Video   | Instagram@__firsthope__ | Download Firsthope App 

Copyright © 2025 by Engacy Learning Private Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction or distribution without written consent is strictly prohibited. 

 

2 

Patient Safety Ensures safe and effective use of medications. 

Trust Building Creates trust between pharmacists and the public. 

Professional Image Upholds the dignity and credibility of the profession. 

Legal Protection Ethical behavior aligns with legal obligations and avoids 
litigation. 

Improved Healthcare Contributes to a holistic and ethical healthcare 
environment. 

Accountability Pharmacists are held accountable for their decisions and 
actions. 

 

Code of Pharmaceutical Ethics 

Definition of Code of Pharmaceutical Ethics 

• The Code of Pharmaceutical Ethics refers to a set of principles and guidelines that 
pharmacists must follow to maintain ethical standards in their profession. 

• It is designed to ensure that pharmacists uphold honesty, integrity, and professionalism in their 
conduct, protecting the welfare of patients and society. 

• This code is laid down by the Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) under the Pharmacy Act, 1948 
to regulate the ethical behavior of pharmacists in their professional practice. 

• The Code of Pharmaceutical Ethics is a set of principles and guidelines that outline the moral 
and ethical responsibilities of pharmacists. 

• It defines the standards of professional conduct that pharmacists must follow to ensure 
patient safety, public trust, and integrity in their practice. 

• The Pharmacy Council of India (PCI), under the Pharmacy Act of 1948, has established this 
code to regulate the ethical behavior of pharmacists in India. 

Objectives of the Code of Pharmaceutical Ethics 

1. Promote Ethical Practices – To ensure that pharmacists act responsibly and maintain 
professionalism. 

2. Safeguard Public Health – To protect the well-being of patients by ensuring safe dispensing of 
medicines. 

3. Maintain Integrity – To uphold honesty and transparency in pharmaceutical practices. 

4. Prevent Misuse of Drugs – To regulate the sale, storage, and dispensing of medicines 
responsibly. 

5. Respect Professional Relationships – To encourage cooperation among pharmacists, 
physicians, and healthcare workers. 
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Code of Pharmaceutical Ethics by Pharmacy Council of India 
(PCI) 

• The Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) drafted a Code of Pharmaceutical Ethics to guide pharmacists 
in their professional duties.  

• It is a framework of professional behavior, moral duties, and responsibilities expected from 
pharmacists in India. 

Structure of the Code 

• The PCI Code of Ethics is divided into the following sections: 

1. Pharmacist in relation to his job 

2. Pharmacist in relation to his trade 

3. Pharmacist in relation to medical profession 

4. Pharmacist in relation to his profession 

Detailed Analysis of Each Section 

A. Pharmacist in Relation to His Job: 

1. Professional Conduct – A pharmacist should provide services efficiently, accurately, 
and with proper care. 

2. Competence – Keep updated with the latest advancements in pharmacy and 
healthcare. 

3. Confidentiality – Maintain strict confidentiality of patient information. 

4. Handling Drugs – Ensure proper storage, dispensing, and labeling of medicines. 

5. Record Keeping – Maintain records of prescriptions and drugs dispensed as per legal 
requirements. 

6. Hygiene and Safety – Maintain cleanliness in the pharmacy and ensure safety 
standards are followed. 

B. Pharmacist in Relation to His Trade: 

1. Fair Practices – Avoid unethical practices like substitution of drugs or overcharging. 

2. Quality Assurance – Supply only genuine and quality products. 

3. No Advertisement – Refrain from misleading advertisements or false claims. 

4. No Black Marketing – Avoid hoarding drugs for profit or creating artificial shortages. 

5. Fair Competition – Maintain professional ethics and not defame competitors. 

C. Pharmacist in Relation to Medical Profession: 

1. Collaboration – Maintain a cooperative and respectful relationship with physicians and 
other healthcare professionals. 

2. No Interference – Avoid interfering in the diagnosis or treatment prescribed by doctors. 
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3. Emergency Care – Provide emergency medication when needed but inform the 
physician immediately. 

4. Mutual Respect – Do not criticize doctors or other professionals in front of patients. 

D. Pharmacist in Relation to His Profession: 

1. Integrity – Maintain dignity and reputation of the profession. 

2. Membership in Associations – Actively participate in professional organizations for 
continued learning and networking. 

3. Respect for Law – Abide by the Pharmacy Act and related legislations. 

4. Research Ethics – Follow ethical practices during research and drug trials. 

 

Pharmacist’s Oath 

• The Pharmacist's Oath is a formal declaration taken by pharmacists to uphold ethical values 
in their profession. 

• It highlights principles such as: 

1. Providing service to humanity with honesty and integrity. 

2. Safeguarding the health of patients and ensuring quality healthcare. 

3. Keeping patient information confidential. 

4. Avoiding unethical practices and ensuring the safe use of medicines. 

5. Promoting scientific knowledge and contributing to the advancement of the profession. 

 



Click here to visit our website

PHARMACY PREMIUM NOTES

FREE PREVIEW

Complete subject
and semesters are
available on
FirstHope app only. Scan or click here

Click here to get the app >

Available on Google Play

JOIN THE FIRSTHOPE COMMUNITY

Join our Telegram channel

Click here to join Telegram >
Scan or click here

@FirstHopeNotes

Instagram
@firsthope.official

Click here to follow >

YouTube channel
FirstHope-Pharmacy / Live streams

Click here to watch >

WhatsApp channel
Follow FirstHope on WhatsApp

Click here to join >

FirstHope website
firsthopenotes.com

Click here to visit >

B.Pharm  /  D.Pharm  /  M.Pharm  /  Pharm.D

Preview notes. Complete subjects and semesters in the FirstHope app.

https://firsthopenotes.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=co.alexis.viki&pcampaignid=web_share
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=co.alexis.viki&pcampaignid=web_share
https://t.me/FirstHopeNotes
https://t.me/FirstHopeNotes
https://www.instagram.com/firsthope.official/
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstHope-Pharmacy/streams
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaDR0TCCXC3J4yJ0Q722
https://firsthopenotes.com/

	Chapter 2 preview
	Complete PDFs and FirstHope links

